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Impact of The Positive Teacher-Student Relationship in Reducing the Dropout Rates Among Students and Increasing College Intakes
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Background and introduction
Student's and teacher's relationships take a central role in the students academically as well as their social development. The relationship assists students to feel more comfortable as well as safe when in the institutions of learning environments. Most literature concerning the teacher-student relationship is focused on the elementary years of schooling. Teachers role in academic growth and social development at all levels of education is unique. Supported by the attachment theory, a favourable teacher-student relationship offers to scaffold critical for students' social and academic skills. In a scenario where teachers agree to create special bonds with students, the classroom learning environments drastically change to supportive spaces that students are free to engage in academic alongside socially productive avenues (Diem, & Wolter, 2019).  
A positive relationship between teachers and students generates some degree of closeness, warmth as well as positivity which grants them opportunities to explore their classroom as well as the school setting both academically alongside social and facing head-on academic challenges and work on social-emotional development. This study explores how enhancing students group discussions and teachers supervising their activities is likely to affect their academic and social development. 
A secure relationship enhances students' ability to learn appropriate behaviours and academic expectations alongside achieving such expectations. Positive relationships have benefited the students from both low-income schools. Most students dropouts in schools occur because of poor relationships between teachers and students, higher poverty levels, lower rates of closes, low self-confidence and low self-efficacy. Low-income students with strong student’s teacher connections in having higher academic achievement and improved social-emotional adjustment compared to their peers not exposed to such relationships. 
Literature Review
According to Sparks (2019), the relationship between teachers and students on teaching is an underrated factor. The teacher's ability to create a lasting relationship with students, the skill is regarded as a cover-up for inadequate content among the teachers. However, James Ford, 2015, the teacher of the year 2015 in North Carolina state, argued that teachers prioritize on learning their students, then connecting with them at actual ground level and illustrating respect for their culture and lastly affirming their worthiness to acquire the best education possible. 
Upon review of Educational Research analysis consisting of 46 studies reveal that a robust teacher-student relationship has a connection with both the short- and long-term practical improvements measures that the schools adopt. For instance, higher student engagement, attendance, grades, lesser disruptive behaviours, as well as suspension and reduced school dropouts. The studies suggest that the effects were strong despite the controlling measures applied to disparities in the student's individual, family, and school backgrounds. 
Research in the European Journal of Psychology of Education suggests the teacher students' relationships benefited both parties. The study suggests the association had an emotional connection as it can predict how much the teacher had joy compared to anxiety in class. A positive teacher-student relationship is closely connected with excellent academic performance as well as social results amongst students in high school (Zou et al., 2021).
The student-teacher relationship is critical for the transition years, such as when the student moves from elementary to middle school or even middle to high school. For instance, a study of math competence suggests that students with positive relationships and transit from elementary school to middle school, but the antagonistic relationship had a drop in the performance of their math skills. 
Research questions and hypotheses
Research question 
What is the effect of a positive teacher-student relationship on student's academic and social development among the students in middle school in the United States?
Hypothesis
This study research hypothesis and null hypothesis is as follows;
i. Research hypotheses
There is a significant connection between the relationships a high school student has with teachers and student achievement.
ii. Null hypothesis
There is no significant connection between the relationships a high school student has with teachers and student achievement.
A positive teacher-student relationship crafts understanding between the teacher and student increases the confidence level of the students, produces mutual respect and obedience in the students.
In a scenario where the teachers and students have a well-designed relationship surrounding mutual respect, a sense of belonging, and want the best for everyone, the learners tend to become more attached to their learning and future. The teacher-student relationships have an impact on the developing the self-esteem of the students. Relationships between teachers and students where the relationship is forced tend to lead to poor performance. 
Research design
This study adopted a mixed-method approach while the qualitative phase is taking priority. The focus groups of teachers and students narrated and expounded on the characteristics concerning positive student-teacher relationships and student's achievement. The pivotal component of the school membership is when the students and teachers interact, hence providing the best illustration of a positive student-teacher relationship that is necessary to close the gap in crafting and sustain such relationships in the future. 
A quantitative phase is also employed. The student’s perception survey was carried out to examine whether the learners understood a connection between positive student-teacher relationships and academic achievement. Analysis of the student’s perception offers some insights on the weaknesses and suggestions that ought to be improved hence commence broadening the components of school memberships. The findings from the student’s perceptions are utilized to facilitate developing clear targets for improvement alongside the data points to analyse the progress made over time. 
The study adopts a single case study design to explore the effectiveness of the teachers.  The case study research refers to a qualitative research approach where the investigators explore real-life, contemporary bounded system over a given period. It is a thoroughly detailed and in-depth data collection technique. Its unique characteristic is its capability to tackle various evidence sources, including documents, artefacts, interviews, and observations that other met6hods may not achieve. The researchers adopting the case study can acquire holistic and meaningful real-life events' characteristics.  
Materials
Social constructivists
Several qualitative researchers propose that a belief that knowledge is constructed instead of being discovered. The social constructivists want to acquire the world's understanding based on utilizing open-ended question, thereby allowing the study respondents to generate the meaning of a particular scenario. A constructivists researcher main goal is to examine the interaction of people by concentrating on the people's specific contents that individuals reside in and workplace. The primary purpose of the researcher to acquaint and interpret the real meaning regarding others on world issues (Teng 2020).  
The constructivist's viewpoint in this study aids in adopting the qualitative research method.  The researchers need to indulge themselves in a given phenomenon to understand what is taking place. This study aims to understand how students interpret positive student-teacher relationships on the student’s academic performance and social development (Sutherland et al., 2018).
A study on the teaching’s aspects with a close connection to classroom quality argues that teachers' attitude and beliefs concerning students are vital aspects in projecting the excellence of education. When the students and teachers have personal interactions with students at the edge of academic failure can result in an enormous difference. Therefore, the teacher's involvement in the teacher's relationships with the identified students can never be abandoned.  
This study used an illuminative case study that permitted the researcher to observe how a teacher demonstrates the process of developing student and teacher relationships. Therefore, other educators can emulate such examples and information-wise case (Munguia, 2020).
The qualitative interviews are also conducted to gauge the student’s perception of this new arrangement between the student and teachers’ relationships. In this case, a researcher takes a central role by striking a conversation with the respondent, in this case, the student. The interviews allow the researchers to acquire first hand and detailed information from the respondents. The researcher needs to employ a skilful questioning technique since they must create the following line of question-based respondents answers. 
Procedure
The case study for this setting adopted a  public elementary school with about 600 students and 65 teachers in East Bay, Rhode Island. It allows students admission from pre-k to grade 5 students.  The classroom settings are diverse populations since the students come from various ethnic and economic backgrounds in the East bay Rhode Island community. Moreover, students have experienced learning challenges and require individual literacy plans to enhance their reading issues. 
The study adopted a purposeful sampling alongside the illuminative case, interviewing, and observing "lab teacher". In this scenario, the lab teacher is generally regularly teachers that the math and literacy coaches have trained them on teaching strategies. The math and literacy coach closely monitor the lab teachers, especially their instructional practices that are keenly observed and critiqued. Once the observation period concludes, the teachers get very detailed responses developed to shift their classroom practice miles ahead. 
After that, the participant completed the audiotaped interview and carried out a follow-up interview meant for clarity functionality. These interviews well-developed research questions that sought to probe the questions that the researcher wanted to be responded to.  
Ethical considerations
This study was carried out purposely to gather the information that would use specifically to enhance education, while not that of the teachers. Before starting the investigation, the participants were informed, and each participant granted a statement of purpose. 
The implications on the part of the researcher would inquire about the design of the classroom and how it promotes the students' learning environment. Moreover, it will involve how the students and the teachers interact (Evans et al., 2020). 
The study adhered to the informed consent rules. No data is published, nor respondents coerced to respond, but instead, they gave out their consents. The study respects the confidentiality of both the researcher and respondents. The researchers respect the respondent’s privacy whatsoever. The researchers were conscious of various disciplines of the subject matter.  
How your study would provide new insights into the area
This study revealed that positive student-teacher relationships are adequate for the students social and academic development. The study offers insights that researchers need to investigate various frameworks in the interpersonal relationships in classrooms that would generally enhance the research findings more relevant to the teachers and the students (Kaput, 2018).
It also offers some insights that other than the teachers, there is a need to examine how the relationships with their parents affected their academic and social development. The parents are partners in the leaming enhancement of their children hence need to involve them in future studies. Further, insights suggest that a focus should be made on the response received in instructing learners to ensure effectiveness and promote worthwhile investigation. Finally, it critical to determine probable avenues through which the feedback can be improved in the context of classroom active learning. 
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